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1071, 

yj 3< i 


10 * 19 . 
ay 30, 


• .. i'3. . rrlstata , 

Maine (Lake irrhago #), 


Saw one take an egg from tho : nit. of a Robin arc! 
mko off with it., hotly pursued by the parent bird. 


Twice lately a remarkable habit or this bird 1ms 
coro under ny notice. Throe or four days ago ,, ilo t 
was cros; ihg kbo Lake a flock of those birds passed over 
head.high in air; they flow steadily in a compact body 
heading to the eastward, and passed oyt of sight over 
the woods. Yesterday 1 saw a syp.1 nora remarkable 
flight crossing :i ’'oadows; thcmjpwciro at least forty 
individuals in this flock and they flow lomr d<vn, in 
' fact just above tho tops of the aiders. 




1880. 
June 3.3, 


A brood of young just Iron the nest. Tho old bird 
boned her body uttering a note like b~> tolling of a 
boll. 


f.T 


13181 
ay 17. 


13388. 
Oe o , l. -8 


A noisy . arty of at least a dozen flitting through 
tho woods precisely as in autumn. Within the last 
fow days ( ha Soon RUHh Ivryr flocks flying over tho' 
lake like blackbirds. 


; o or. rd every day but 3.'boy are by no ,-t >ar,s 
a*» i irous . .•■■■; ■ in v.t &m in ^assachu ®®%%m in dututan, 

homo of the hunters ray they winter; others deny it. 












































L. ITrnbagog, Maine. 


Cyaliocitta cristaia. 




May 30-June 10, 1871. 













































Cyanocitta cristata . 
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1889.. 

„ . 

L. Umbagog. , Maine. 

Umbagog, even more so, I think, than in Massachusetts. On sever¬ 
al occasions we saw them plunge down into shallow water from t^ 
top of a stub, apparently attempting to catch something. I sus 
pp C t that they were after water-beetles. These Umbagog Jays of 
ten imitate the scream of the Broad-winged Hawk, but I have never 
heard them imitate the Red-shouldered Hawk., as their Massachus 
etts bretheren are so fond of doing. 
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t. Umbagog, Maine. 
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Abundant everywhere up to the end of October, I noticed none 
migrating this year, and, in fact, their numbers did not seem to 
diminish towards the close of my stay. They were observed fre¬ 
quently flying backwards and forward across rivers, and also oc¬ 
casionally across the lake itself. Several which passed were car¬ 
rying something in their bills, arm I could see that their throats 
we re also stuffed full. I observed that certain birds would cross 
a river or pond every few minutes, and then return with the mouth 
and throat stuffed as j.ust described. I am very sure they were 
storing food ffor the winter as the Canada Jay does, but I did 
not succeed in any instance in following them and actually see 
them deposit their load. They are very shy in the regions about 



































C yanocitta oristata . 
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Cyanocitta oristata . 


1899. 


Oxford County, Maine. 


Sept.23 5 25 v 26^ 27 U 28° 29^ , Bethel. 







































Lake Umbagog, Ivlaine. 


Cyanocitta oristata . 

1895. At 7 A.M. a flock of 17 Blue Jays started from the woods 

Sept.21. on the Point and rose to a height of fully 2000 feet going up 
in a spiral course of about ha-lf-a-mile in width and making 
only one and one half turns during the ascent. They then 
started off towards the south-west flapping steadily until 
they faded out of sight in the distance. An hour later a 
flock of fourteen came over the Point at a height of about 
200 feet and setting their wings came hurtling down precisely 
like those seen yesterday. The sound they made was so loud 
that Jim Bernier who was lying in his tent came running out 
thinking, as he said, that a flock of Scoters must be pitch¬ 
ing down into the lake. E am puzzled by these evolutions. 
What do they mean? Apparently the flock of 17 were starting 
on migration. Did some of them return or were the 14 birds 
another lot? If the latter why should one flock start on mi¬ 
gration and another end a journey at nearly the same hour? 

On all these occasions the Jays, unlike migrating Crows, have 
been severely silent. Not a single did I hear either morning. 
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Cvanocitta cristata . 

Lake tlmbagog, Maine. 

1395. At about eight o’clock this morning I was standing on the 

Sept. 2©. hemlock knoll watching some small birds when I heard directly 
overhead a sound as of a gust of wind blowing through pine 
woods. As there was no wind at the time I concluded that an 
Eagle or Blue Heron had swooped down through .the trees. But 
an hour later the mystery was explained when happening to see 
a dozen Blue Jays rise abbve the trees I watched them closely 
Closing in together like so many Blackbirds they ascended in 
a compact flock by a spiral course to a height of several hun« 
dred feet and then half closing their wings dashed down a 
steep incline like so many Falcons at the same time making the 
loud rushing sound I had heard earlier in the morning. I 
think that In both occasions they were intending to start on 
migration but made "false starts" changing their minds for 
some reason or other-.- 


Cvanocitta cr istata . 
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Lake Umbagog, Maine. 


Migrating. 


1897. Early in the afternoon witnessed a migration of Blue Jays. 

Sept.22. They came from the woods on the north side of the meadow (Cur¬ 
tis Meadow) and rising to a height of from 100 to 500 feet 


passed out of sight over a wooded ridge to the south. There 
was one flock of forty-three , another of ten; the others were 
scattered birds or parties of three to five or six. Some of 
them turned back and plunged down headlong into the woods from 
a considerable height as I have seen them do at Pine Point. 
























Cyano oitta cristata. 

*" * ri ' * ^ ^ 


Bethel to Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

I900 * Grafton south of the Notch we (the Stones and I) saw a 

Sept.2 truly remarkable flock of Blue Jays for it contained, fully 

some 

fifty birds. As we approached they flew from apple trees by 
the roadside across a field into the woods passing over the 
open ground in a compact flock behind which, however, lin¬ 
gered a few stragglers. 
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Lake Umbagog. 
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Perisoreus canadensis 











1873 
A iff. I 


187. 


July 38. 


u b * 


15 . 


18 , 


31 


11 / 76 , 


Juno 5, 


1870. 
Join 8. 


Porlsorou s . canadensis . 

Main© (Lake Umbagog). 


On© alighted f-r a norm,t it a hush In front- of 
tho house, O-odv.'in tolls re that It is rarely so or. here; 
i! in summer.. 


Shot : young bird ( which mu, moulting and c' lug 
into fall plumage) on the hill-sido b -‘hind tho house. 

Shot ono in nearly perfect fall plumage, When 
first soon it was sitting on tho top of a spruce several 
|hundred yards avray, Upon discovering us it imraodiatoly 
isprou.fi its r'xngs and uuiled without a • nalflaw direct** 
: ly towards us t alighting in a bush within a few yards. 

It utterox a sc-.-ld Lng chatter almost rreisoiy like that 
of the Baltimore oriole. 




Several about .Leonard*s Pond, 
of shrill Hawk—like whistles. 


They ut tor " .vn. 


r> +• \r 


A lit ti e c>-r ■ .any of throe or, tho Tyler ’r th. Al¬ 
though oxtrer- <ly tamo, they move so rapidly through tho 
woods that it is not easy to overtake and shoot thorn. 

A wing— broken one screamed loudly hen approached' and 
bit fiercely but with', too little power to cause pain. 
Tlv others punned on paying no heed to its cries. 


A flock of six or so von soon and one shot. 

A small floe': near the mouth of Kapid diver contain* 
: od so veral young birds fully grown* but still in first 
plumage* 


George wayward tolls o that it is generally known, 
hero that this spoolos breeds in 'Torch; nevertheless 
the hosts are very rarely found. 
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Perisoreus canadensis. 


Maine (Lake Umbagog). 


i m . 


JUI;. 


7, 


18. 


1882, 
Oc i, ■ >: 


A brood of young accompanied by both parents in a 
a lonely eoVe| The young look as black as Crackles, 

The family kept u'Cll-togothor swining from tree to tree 
in th«ir usual ■ am;or, following the shore and keeping 
par f act s i 1 on eo. 
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1882. 

■ tt K l 5—22 


Am adult bird following the lake shore. Its fiigh 
v/as of ait'?ri-.ato s oiling andu flapping; onco it roso 
above the /cods md uctu lly sailed in circles like a 
Hawk* It was ovary v/herst'-''followed and mobbed by the 
smaller birds. if* 


!;ot common; r;. .1 1 . 'o-md in larch or arhor-vit&o 

*CTOT«t but at this season they occasionally, visit the 

the clearings whore they venture out a little way beyond 
in pursuit oi grasshoppers of which they are very fond. 
The crops oi nose killed usually contained berries of 

Porosorous canadensis. 


Maine (Lake Umbagog 


) Vibur n um onulus , 

scream. 


The usual cry is a Hawk—1 ike 






















' ,{ "b ,sf ~t -«V' sV ' / *V/«w*s* 

i ‘^i'J -*'H'[C*™lj „ X b ^ (Vw-fv- Lake Umsagog, Maine. 1890, 


^ . -L® A! c*~.~, 




f 


{ 


Lake Uinbagog*, Mo. 
-Lopt* gs Oct* 13^3*. 


<4 

f* 









































1897. 


(WM*. 


fa 

Lake tTrabagogf, 

n I oa 5. V . t lsiz&* cZ tv. ■*~ L _ <6wU. Jv«4< <*6*vs~ 

# 06 ? ,y. (| /'H*'*'*- • •cO.vp O/ ,r . 4 v 

Ak«*- /“*-*»- • 
r'u) ■ < *►— ; 3 *•» jp. 


16 







ML Isftke Umbagogr, 

f t.(«i £ZVll*if~ 

{>****. A«*c^M™w 

Oem~„ 3 ' 


/If ?7 

»t*-M cKujLX rf«<g> /?y c 


Hof. 

IDUjU. 


*) C~ I ^**« ' 

•co 


A A / _*V> 4 A 4 mL* M _, 

•C. 7 Wi. Urk^jt^Hd- Cm.11. V<L~ tu!«i ( <*i >^ /nuuUv4. 


6^,.(/('. 


/7 






























































Porisoreus canadensis. 



liake Umbagog, Maine. 


for 3 


A 




/Hrir 


J i . ^Ztf&L'U IA 

^'- rv - Ac-*~' t~*,Ac * 

Z 


ZT w 

<£T 


'W.-.-i 




A? *A* 


A-At^Z (,i/4i,'u ii?" A-a. <*A- 

r ‘^"’ L Z. ^ * rffc. -V. ‘^- J * - '-' 1 ^. ^ 

O^y <4 si V&Si.-l-.At m/X»W* /?t t/v. ,j ZC. 


<2 


Q^Vy <4 Si tAAs** A A. ^‘ 7 ^* ^*^7 

^ $h*~~tZC 

/ Z£2$ *> ait- 


<r> £^ ’~ i*+s&t*st ~v~< *-^ Z^C *y <#^64y t-t/r-*. *y «* 

/£- ^AA'ify i, ^ 'ZL^y & s( 


/t>n V0l£A\*4 # «ZT ''^^.^^■V-'V- v--* ^ 


*/W i« c 











































1889. Maine. 
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Perisoreas canadensis. 
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L. Umbagog 

During September we observed them on only three occasions, 
on each of which two or* three birds were seen in or near swam¬ 
py evergreen woods. Through October they were seen almost 
daily, but in nothing like the numbers of the Blue Jays. Af¬ 
ter the leaves fell, they were met with chiefly about, open¬ 
ings, pastures, etc., hunting apparently for grass-hoppers, 
often going out into the fields several hundred yards. They 
were also .frequently observed among stubs along the shore of 
the lake^ Early m October, two individuals appeared near 
our camj'. For a week or more they were shy, r .ther, . ap. - 

suspicious, keeping out of sight as much as possible, 
and not appro eh ing* the camp nearer than thirty or forty yaros. 
P,y degress they became more familiar, and by the middle of the 
month showed the utmost boldness, alighting on the table 

eating out of the dishes, visiting the store tent, hopping 
into boxes , kettles etc., in their search for food. For 
about two weeks we fed them generously with all sorts of ref¬ 
use from our table, placing this in one spot. After they had 
become accustomed to our presence, they spent the greater 
part of each day in carrying food, back into the woods, corn- 
in:- sometimes together, but usually alternately every two or 
three minutes,filling their throats and bills to the utmost. 
capacity, then by short flights, passing out of sight. r.-hey 
seemed to prefer baked beans to any other food which, we had 
to offer them, and next to beans oat meal. They would take 
bread or cracker when nothing else offered, carrying' pieces 
of .large size in their bills, .after having stuffed their 
throats with smaller fragments. They did not seem to care 
for me^when the things just mentioned could be had. Of baked 
beans they regularly took four at one load, three in the 
throat and one held in the bill. . Sometimes they would eat a 
littlg before starting off wit > t'be^tload, but I rarely saw 
them do this. They worked with great persistency during the 
entire day, but they did not seem to be particularly early 
risers, for they did not appear at the camp unti’l about sun¬ 
rise, nor were they ever seen much after sunset. They also 
stayed away during trt*e rainy weather or at least when it was 
raining at all heavily, but during a protracted rainy spell, 
they took advantage of every interval when the rain ceased 
falling, and made as many trips as possible before it began 
again. The guides say that they do not like to get their 
plumage wet and that if it becomes very wet, they are unable 
to fly. 
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Maine. 






L. Umbagog. 

We spent the greater part of one day in foilov/mg them 
in order to ascertain what they did with the great quantity 
of food which they carried off. We supposed that we should 
find them hoarding lt^somew-ssse m^sTIzo 11 ow tree or similar 
place; but this proved not to be the case. On the contrary, 
they took it various distances and to various places, rarely 
or never, so far as'we could ascertain, depositing two loads 
in the same place. They would place a mouthful of oat meal 
perhaps on the horizontal branch of a large hemlock, three or 
foun crumbs of bread o q tl^e^ rotch of a dead stub, a large 
piece of bread on the -foJilc-4-igktr twigs of living fir. On one 

A ■'V- 

occasion we saw one deposit four beans carefully on the top 
of an old squirrel's nest high up in an arbor vitae tree. My 
men climbed to a number of places where the birds were seen 
leaving their load in order to make sure that they really did 
this. Sometimes they went only two or three hundred yards 
back into the woods behind the camp; at others we followed 
them for upwards of a mile. They were very sly about making 
their deposits, and, if they saw us watching , would either 
drop their loads or fly on until ou of sight. They had,how¬ 
ever, two regular roads which they followed, and their depos¬ 
its were made^alonp the line of one or the other of these. 

Ort these roads they had regular resting-places in which they 
alighted for an instant before pushing on. These resting- 
places were ordinarily about one hundred yards apart, While 
at work they were very sly as a rule, rarely uttering more 
than a low, scolding note, but if displeased or disappointed, 
as, for instance, when the food was covered, by a blanket, 
they would fly up into the trees above the cramp and scream 
in shrill and apparently angry tones for several seconds at 
a time. 

After these jays had been working steadily for about a 
week, a third appeared. He was evidently a stranger and was 
regarded with dislike and suspicion by the other two who ne¬ 
glected no opportunity to bully him to the utmost-. As a 

rule, he submitted to this treatment very mildly, waiting 
until the other birds were gone, and then taking his turn, 
father curiously he followed the same route however as the 
others, anc apparently deposited his loads in very much 
the same places. 
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canadensis. 


day at this camp my men put a 
the Jays had been accustomed 
two previously, propping up 
When the Jays appeared, they 
eyed the cover very suspiciously, hopping around and examin¬ 
ing it closely from every side, /ov -fr f t - e - r nearly an hour, they 
would not enter the box, but by noon they were going in and 
out as freely as usual. .The men then attached a string to 
the supporting stick, carrying it into one of the tents, while 
the Jays were absent. When the birds returned, they at once 
noticed this slight addition and again showed much suspicion, 
examining the string closely and even tweaking it with their 
bills. In fact another hour elapsed before any of them v/ould 
enter the box. Finally the odd bird which arrived at the camp 
last as already mentioned, jumped in and was captured. He 
was immediately transferred to a cage which had been prepared 
for him beforehand and put in the back part of one of the 
tents. Shortly afterwards the pair returned, but they seemed 
to suspect that something was wrong, for they would not come 
near the box during the early part of the afternoon. At the 
last moment as we were taking our things down to the boats 
however, one of them went into the box, and was also caught. 
Upon being placed in the cage with oiir first captive, he at 
once attacked it so viciously that I was afraid that they 
would kill one another, and we were obliged to separate them, 
both of them moped for an hour or two,sitting with feathers 
ruffled, eyes closed and breathing hard as if they were on 
the point of dying; but after this they seemed to become rec¬ 
onciled and fcogcm —trr eat^iaking food from our fingers with¬ 
out apparent foar. jn one way the. showed greater v/isdom 
than any wild bird which I have ever before sea captured and 
confined, namely; after a careful and thorough inspection of 
the cage, curing which they pecked at the bars and tried ev¬ 
ery crack or opening, they gave up all attempts to escape, 
never afterwards trying the strength of their prison in any 
way. It was evident to my mind that they satisfied themselves 
that they couldn't get out, anc were philosophical enough to 
accept the situation. 

On the afternoon of the next day, I let them out of 
their cage in a room at the hotel, and one of them, and one 
of them flew from the bed to my wrist, perching on it and 
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Peri sore^ i 

Maine. 

Ji. Urr.bagog. 

On the morning of our last 
cover on a large box from which 
to take their food for a day or 
this cover or lid. with a stick. 
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1889 . 


Perisorens canadensis. 


Maine. 


L. Umbagog. 


eating bread from my hand. They v/ould also allow me to pet 
them and scratch their heads vh’en in the cage without attempt¬ 
ing to gel^awff;^. The^ ate freely but only a mouthful or two 
at a time, refusingthe 


the most tempting morsels ■art— first but, 


ij-iMrwi,- ng ravenously hungry again within ten or fifteen minutes. 
They also drank a great many times during the day. When taken 
in the hand they attepted to bite, but were capable of ex¬ 
erting so little force with their bills as to give little 
pain. During the first day of their captivity they several 
times filled their throats and held a piece of food in their 
bills for several misutes at a time, hopping about the cage 
and finally depositing the food carefully on one of the per¬ 
ches. This action showed that the habit of storing food is 
an instinct which is deeply instilled in their nature. But 
after the second day they gave up this habit altogether. 
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1889. 


Maine. 


f4‘) 


(lAAAb'VUAj 


CIaa**. e*. dLi**A4-Arf 


Lake Umbagog, 

I have never seen these Jays cross the Lake as the Blue Jays 
are continually doing, nor indeed have I ever observed them take 
a continual flight of more than two or three hundred yards. Their 
wings seem to be used more as parachutes than as means of propul¬ 
sion, for theyrarely flap themexeept when risin? from the ground 
into a tree. Their ordinary method of moving through the woods 
is by sailing from one tree to the next, alighting low down, hop¬ 
ping or flitting from branch to branch until they get to a suf¬ 
ficient /ba ght to make another scaling flight. nevertheless, they 
move with such rapidity that it is difficult to overtake them with¬ 
out running, for t ey rarely remain more th n a few seconds in 
one tree before starting for the ne xt. There is something pecul¬ 
iar about the appearance of the bird when t us sailing, something 
which I have never been quite able to analyze. Perhaps itm is 
merely the shape of the wings, which are very broad, and appear 
to be strongly concave with the tips bent sharply upward. The 
bird at first sight, wile thus scaling is apt to be taken 

for a nawk, but its motion is much slower. On the ground, it moves 
by short hops,so elastic that one might emagine it to be jumpingg 
on a rubber surface. 

It has a variety of notes, most of them shrill and penetrat¬ 
ing, the commonest 1loud, hawk-1ike whistle, very like that oi 
the Red Hawk, but clearly not,as i - the case of one of 

the Blue Jays calls, an imitation of it. Another common cry is 
a succession of short, rather mellow v/hist les, eight or ten in 
number all given in the same keyV siteMKfrequent1y mm utters 
a loud v ela, eta , da, da, cla, cl a, cla , 11 not unlike the cry of the 
Sparrow Hawk. It also scolds very much like a Baltimore Oriole* 
Twice I heard one scream so nearly like a Riltue'Jay that I should 
probably have been deceived had not the bird been very ne r and 
in full sight of me. In addition to these notes, it also hasR.low, 
tender, cooing noise which I have never hdeard except when two 
birds are near together, evidently talking to one another. 

The captives above-mentioned on being taken to Cambridgeand 
put out of doors for several days in a large cage became consider¬ 
ably shker tha n t-to y w - ors when first ’ captured. In fact, at the 
day of writing, November 9th. , they w<t£6e no longer take food from 

















L. Umbagog, Maine. / C *-vt » 

my fingers, and, when I approach** the cage closely, flutter wild¬ 
ly against the wires on the opposit side. They eat nearly every¬ 
thing that is offered them, but seem particularly fond of ripe 
pears and the flesh of small-**- birds. On putting an English Spar¬ 
row in their cage, they at once began to tear it to pieces, and 
in a short time nothing remained of it but a few bones and feath¬ 
ers. They have become very gentle towards one another, and I now 
keep them in the same compartment. One bird is continually car¬ 
essing the other with it-; bill and uttering the low cooing notes 
above described. They are very clean in their habits and take a 
thorough bath every morning, plunging into a large basin and acat- 
tering water o ver their backs until their plumage is completely 
soaked. jn addition to the food above mentioned-, the have eaten 
a number of earth-worms , but of these they do not seem to be par¬ 
ticularly fond. They have a habit of soaking nearlu everything m 
water before eating it, especially if the morsel is of a dry 
character, such as cracker. Portions of the Sparrow just men¬ 
tioned, however, were also soaked before being eaten. Their spir¬ 
its vary to an extraordinary degreewith e-i-ws-e 
• roJatrorr - to the weather, fin clear, cold mornings when their cage 
is hung our of doors, they are very active and noisy, hopping 
incessantly from perch to perch and continually uttering their 
various cries. This behavior lasts during the entire day. If 
the weather is clear and wa rm they are sornewhet less animate dan d 
spend more time in basking in the s .pn . f During dark cloudy, and 
especially rainy weather, they are and move about very little, 

sitting with t'^eir feathers ruffled and apparently suffering from 
great depression of spirits. 










1809, 

October 0 


Perisoreus canadensis. 


Lake Umbagog 


Moose Point . 

Saw five or six Canada Jays among the stubs in different 

1 

places. Very tame and noisy. They seem to haunt the vicinity of 
water. 

• • • • V • • 

October 9. Lake Umbagog. 

Megalloway River. 

Canada Jays were seen in several places along the river. 
They were as interesting as usual, very tame and noisy. Their 
bearing is gentle and confiding,at times, a little saucy. They 
are not as rollicking as Blue Jays. 


October 30. Lake Umbagog. 

Just above the Tint oh . 

One Canada Jay just above the Notch. 


1890, Lake Umbagog. 

October 17. P ine Point . 

The Canada Jays came at frequent intervals in spite of 

the pouring rain. Their plumage did not appear wet or draggled in 


the least 















L.Umbagog 


Perisoreus canadensis. 


1890. 
Oct. 


Pour visited camp daily & worked the greater part of every day 
carrying off bread. Never came at daylight & rarely before sunrise 
Notes wonderfully varied. Commonest whe-e-*e«o and a noise easily 
& perfectly imitated by smacking tongue on roof of mouth rapidly. 
One sang one morning very like a Brown Thrasher-but sotto voce-, 
and for several minutes. One much tamer than others. Allowed 
approach to within 3 ft. When two came together they would often 
quiver half open wings like young birds begging for food. One on 
Megalloway made notes exactly like gasping cry of Barred Owl^ 
ah-a-a-a. They of'teii took their food to nearest spruce branch & 
left it there for a few minutes but always soon removed it to 
further off. They carried beans (baked) and small pieces of bread 
by filling the throat first & then the bill. Larger pieces of 
biscuit were carried separately in the bill. Occasionally one 
would carry off half a biscuit in its feet. In the flight the feet 
are carried hanging down so that they show both held together 
under the abdomen & sometimes hanging at nearly length of legs. 














L .Umbagog 


Per&soreus canadensis 


1890. 
Oct .3, 



A pair of these Jays visited my camp yesterday and the day 
before. This morning they came again. Thus far they have acted 

rather shy or rather suspicious merely passing through the trees 

i 

peeping down at us curiously . I tried "screeping" them but they 
paid no attention to the sound. One of them this morning screamed 
repeatedly exactly like a Blue Jay. At first all three of my men 
insisted that there must be a Blue Jay in the tree but the next 
moment we all saw the bird repeat the cry four times in quick 
succession. None of my men had ever known a Canada Jay to make 



this cry before 










L, Umbagog 


Perisoreus canadensis 


1890 


I set Will Sargent to following our Jays to-day while my cook 


Oct. . 85 , put out a lot of large pieces of biscuit for them. Sargent traced 


them about a half a mile to a dense white spruce swamp. Here he 
found two of their store houses. One in the top of a pine stub 




contained 


about a pint of biscuit & brown bread. The other in a larch stub 
in three peck holes of either Colaptes or Hylotornus , the three holes 
all crammed full of bread packed tightly , in all nearly a quart. 

He saw the Javs carry the bread to both stores and they saw that he 
saw them. In fact they caught him in the act of climbing the trees. 
This about noon. He went back to the stubs & found them in the act 
of removing the last pieces of bread from both. After they had 
finished this task they came to camp again & worked till dark. He 
says they alighted regularly on the tops of the tallest trees to 
reconnoitre before visiting their hoards in the swamp. 

Will Sargent again followed our Canada Jays this afternoon, 
and found two more of their store houses, each containing a pint 
or more of biscuit, beans etc. One was in the angle at the point 



where a leaning stub touched another, the other within a large 
scale of semi-detached berk on a dead hemlock. He watched both 
places for sometime. Each seemed to be visited by one bird only. 
The one that used the scale of bark as a store house, packed each 
piece of bread with some care first fitting it in place and then 
tamping it in solidly with its bill, the other merely dropped its 


loads into the crevice 











Perisoreus canadensis. 


.1894 
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Laico Uiabag'o'j, Maine. 
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1895. 

Sjfj^ay. ic®n~ h y- /e — 




















P erisoreus canadensis . 


1897, Lake Umbagog. 

May 31. Me g allov/ay Riv er. 




Holding an inquest over the floating carcass of a year¬ 
ling buck, which Jim thought had tried to cross the river on the 
floating logs of the large drive that passed down two or three 
weeks ago, were three Canada Jays, all old birds. They hung about 
the Deer for several minutes, inspecting it closely from some 
overhanging alders, then worked off along the river bank, taking 
short flights and hopping along over the floating logs and drift¬ 
wood, keeping perfect silence. 


3 ! 




























Corvus corax principalis. 


































































C orvus corax -orincinalis . 


1888, Head, of Lake Umbagog. 

October 7. 

On Pine Point a Raven was making a great racket calling 
cr-r -ruck and ow-ow by turns. All the while the rain was pouring 


down. 








Corvus brachyrhynchos 























































C orvus brachurhynchos 


Lake Umbagog, 

18900 C<S\s imxi . 
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Sot E-4„ :?ar advanced, host in tall fir about 
half way up, and nopo thirty foot above the ground. 

Bird sitting; she fl .nr off when my guide vms climbing 
the troa* Most composed of sticks •-,.,d lined with usnoa 
, moss and -rbor-vitae bark. Local! y a small wooded is- 


land near 
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C orvus brachyrhynchos . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 
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Corvus americanus . 

Oxford. County, Maine. 
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Oct.I Cambridge River Marshes, L.Umbagog. 
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C orvus brachyrhynchos . 


Corvus americanus . 

I8SS. Oxford County, Maine. 

Sept.23^ 25 * 26^ 27^ 28* 29^ , Bethel. 

(s*>) 

Oct.I Cambridge River Marshes, L.Umbagog. 
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Lake Unbagog, Maine. 


Crow Roost. 


Corvus americanus . 


1896. I took my supper in a little cove nearly opposite the 

. 

Aug.14, Lakesi&e landing. Soon after reaching this spot I heard and 

■ 

: 

saw Crows flying from tree to tree just inside the edge of 
the woods but I did not suspect that there were more than 
three or four of them until suddenly with a deafening clamor 
upwards of a hundred rose and circled over me. After berating 
me for a while they realighted and became quiet again but a 
little later they all rose together and crossed the Lake to 
the opposite (southern) shore nor did they return that night. 

■ 

Evidently I had blundered on their roost and excited their 

' 

apprehensions to such a degree as to cause them to abandon it, 
at least temporarily. 
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Jan ' — 
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Julia 1. 

“ 6. 


Pol tc - f irisivorus . 

Ms ina (Lake * Mb agog.). 

A sins; 3 • T',lo s ee-/-, O' , :v a loco o -ry day. 

Several vain? soon, but they wore Par "r-om runorous. 

At Wo-,7n*s fnrrn or t v o * r oar.Howay, they aro abundant, 
■-di'X.iry; about otor tho Pi olds in largo ^ locks. 

A Balo singing on tho Stone farm. 

Hoard one on Moton Mill* 


Fairly oor-ffnon this season in the noeing Pie-:4s'bn 

the older farris; at least six males .hoard a ring a driw 
of t-.'o miles this a--'t or noon, 

humorous at tho lover sot, tinmen t on the " a nnilovray , 
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Dolichonyx oryzivorus . 


L. TJmbagog, Maine. 



L&ko Uiubagog, Maino. 
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1895, 

August 31. 


Doliciionyx oryzivorus. 


Lake Umbagog 
Lakeside. 


At about 9 A.M. I heard the chink of Bobolinks very 
faintly and looking up saw a flock of eight whirling about at an 
immense height, looking, in fact, no larger than so many specks of 
dust. Had the sky been blue instead of grayish white these birds 
could not possibly have been seen. 
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Molothrus at er 









Molothrus ater. 



Mo t«. - tarns podoris-» 
Maina fLako Uwbaaog)., 
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Agelaius phoeniceus . 
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Agelaius phoeniceus. 


Upton, Oxford Co., Maine. 

Nest /4(I392), June 10, 1876, coll.Ed.Harrington. Eggs 
inc. Among low bush blueberry bushes 2 ft.up. Loc. floating is¬ 
land in lake. 
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Sturnella map;na . 






































Xcjerus galbula. 


fiuZJL 


jkcuy Zf- 2 c near Bethel, Me. 1871 . 
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A male sang five or six tines in tho elm in front 
of oy window, ' This is tho first specimen that C have 
cj7or noon in this region. Ho ran an immature, dull- 
colored ; individual, probably a more straggler. 

An immature m&3 > on the Sargent farm flying from 
iron to ;.r ? n in ;. lincOj finally i ' iearing OVOI*' &h# 

■,roods.. It vras a rtull-ylunagod bird, svidontly a strag 
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1C/4. 
July & . 


Soon froquontly. 

A T- ' 4 ? r.hot o; ( o v oridgo Ivor was incubating. 

A formal a shot or, Cartridge Kiror van incubating. 
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Euphagus carolinus . 

Upton, Oxford Co., Maine. 

Nest /3 (1518), June 7, 1876, coll.E.Harrington. Female 
Eggs fresh. In fir sapling 4 ft.up. Loc.in "the sa- 
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ScolecophaKUs carolinus . 

Oxford County, Maine. 
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Euphagus c aroli nus. 


Descriptions of First Plumage of Cer- 
tsict North Am, Bbs. Wm. Brewster. 

80. Scolecophagus ferrugineus. 

Several young birds of both sexes shot at Upton, Me., August 5, 1873, 
have apparently nearly completed the first moult; but one, a male, has 
the head still covered with the feathers of the first plumage, which are of 
a uniform plumbeous color. All are moulting the wing and tail feathers. 
In each specimen a worn central pair of rectrices projects about three 
inches beyond the others, which are of a uniform length, and evidently 
just sprouting. Other individuals seen at the same time were conspicu¬ 
ously characterized in the same way, all presenting, when flying, the ap¬ 
pearance of birds with long forked tails, the elongated central feathers 
being slightly spread apart. 

Bull. N,0.0. 3, Oct., 1878, p. / 7^ . 
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Quiscalu s quiscula a eneus . 
Maine (Lake Umbagog). 
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Quiscalus quisoula aeneus . 

Upton, Oxford. Co., Maine. 

Nest /4 (I54S ), June 15, 1876, coll.TOn.Brewster. Female 

Eggs inc. In stub on the lake. 

• • ••••••• 
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Quiscalus quiscula aeneus. 


Lake Umbagog, New England. 

Pour eggs (2833), May 14, 1896, coll.Vta.Brewster. Birds 
seen near nest. Eggs fresh. Small island near Lake House. West 
not taken. In balsam sapling 10 ft. tall, near top. Two others, 
one old, one seeming new in same tree; other new one only a foot 
below this. Locality, small island. West wholly dry grass and 
very like that of set 2/4 

West / 4 (2834), May 14, 1896, coll.Wm.Brewster. Birds 
seen near nest. Incubation several days. Small island near Lake 
House. West in young balsam on same island as l/4 about 15 ft. a- 

bove ground. West preserved. 

• **•••••••• 

West /5 (3026), May 28, 1897, coll.Vto.Brewster. Both 
parents seen at nest, very tame. In large hollow in top of short 
maple stub, 5 ft. above water. Hollow a foot or more in diameter 
and descending nearly vertically. West a foot below entrance. 

Stub forest between Megalloway and Androscoggin Rivers near their 
confluence and about opposite Moll's Carry. 

Five eggs (3027), May 28, 1897, coll .Wm. Brewster. Birds 
seen about nest. In top of hollow stub about 4 ft. above the wat¬ 
er. Stub forest between Megalloway and Androscoggin Rivers near 
their confluence and about opposite Moll's Carry. Cf. 4x5 negative 
* 505. 
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Q.uiscalus quiscula aeneus . 


Lake Umbagog, New England. 

Nest /4 (3040), June 5, 1897, coll .Win.Brewster. Female 
started from nest and well seen. Incubated a few days. In top ox 
short, hollow stub 2 ft. above water. Photographed in situ (4x5 
negative,^007, 608, 609, 610, 611, 612). 

Nest /4 (3.041), June 6, 1897, coll ."to.Brewster. Female 

started from nest and well seen. Eggs fresh. In hollow stub 5 

% 

ft. above water. Cf.4x5 negative, 613. 

Nest /4 (3042), June 6, 1897, coll.Wm.Brewster. Female 
started from nest and well seen. Eggs fresh. Under scale of bark 

(a la Certhia ) 2 ft.above water. Cf.4x5 negative, 614. 

• ••»••••••••• 

Nest /3 (3043), June S, 1897, coll.Wm.Brewster. Female 
started from nest and well seen. Eggs slightly incubated. In 
hollow stub 2 ft. above water. 


Note applying to the above four sets. 

In stub forest on flooded meadows a little below Leo¬ 
nard's Pond and about opposite Moll's Carry between the Megal 1 oway 
and Androscoggin Rivers near their confluence. Water over these 
meadows from 2 to 6 feet deep at this date. Cf. Journal. 
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Q uiscalus g uiscula aeneug 
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Ouiscalus quiscula aeneus. 


Dsscriptions of First Plumage of Cer¬ 
tain North Am, Bbs. Wm. Brewster. 

81 . Quiscalus purpureus. 

First plumage: male. Uniform dark plumbeous, darker above, lighter 
and with a faint brownish edging on the feathers beneath. Sides of 
throat and a large space around the eyes completely bare of feathers. 
From a specimen in my collection obtained at Upton, Me., June 22, 1873. 
Both wing and tail feathers are replaced during the first moult. 

0UU.N.O.O. 3, Oct., 1878, p, /76 . 








Q.uiscalus guiscula aeneus. 
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Ouiscalus cmiscula aeneus. 

1337, 

Lake Umbagog. 

September 10. 

Big flock. 

In the spruces just above Frost's we saw an immense 


flock of Grackles - at least 200 birds. They were all apparently 

CL.aeneus. K. fired at some of them but failed to kill any. 

• • • • • 

1896, Lake Umbagog. 


May 14. 

We took two sets of four eggs each of the Grackles from 


nests in young balsams on an island near the Lake House landing. 
There were three Grackles' nests in one small balsam but only one 
had eggs and another was certainly an old nest. One old nest was 


placed in a tall alder 
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Quiscalus cj_. aeneus. 

Lake TJmbagog, Maine. 

1897. We found five or six Crow Blackbirds' nests (about the 

May 28. Outlet}, all in hollow stubs over the the water. Most of 

them were empty and apparently not quite finished but two held 
sets of five eggs each, one set being fresh, the slightly, in- 
cubated. One of these nests was as bulky and elaborately 
constructed as are most of the nests which are placed on the 
branches of trees, the other was a thin shell of mud scantily 
lined with dry grass. In the case of the former the hollow 
of the tree was large and roomy, in that of the latter the. 


nest, slight as it was, fitted it closely all around. 

June 6. Jim and I spent the entire morning in photographing a 

Bronzed Crackle which had a nest (with a set of four remarka¬ 
bly beautiful eggs} in a small, isolated, hollow stub on the 
north side of the Androscoggin not far from the mouth of the 
Megalloway. The female was sitting hard (the eggs had been 
incubated four or five days ) and after she had become accus¬ 
tomed to the boat she would usually return to the nest in a 
few minutes after the camera was adjusted. But to get it 
firmly fixed in the right position was a matter requiring much 
time and patience for the water was at least eight feet deep 
and the bottom so hard that it was almost impossible to make 


the long poles, which we had lashed to the tripod legs, take 
a firm hold. We succeeded in the end, however, and the pic- 
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Q.uiscalus cj.. aeneus . 

Lake tJnbagog, Maine. 

! 1397. tures came out unusually well. 

June °* We also photographed another Grackle's nest, not far off, 

in the top of an exceedingly narrow cavity and in the eafly 


afternoon I got a good negative of a third which Watrous found 
and which was built behind a large scale of loose bark exactly 
after the manner of a Brown Creeper's nest - a unique situa¬ 
tion as far as my experience goes. 

There must be at least twenty pairs of GracKles breeding 
in the neighborhood of the Outlet. They seem to live at peace 
with all their smaller bird neighbors but when a Crow appears 
there is great excitement and from far and near they gather to 
mob and drive him away. 
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Quiscalus &. aeneus . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. Killing a Water Thrush? 

1897. The Bronzed Crackles have a small roost in a dense thick- 

June 3. et of second growth birches and poplars on the island in Leon¬ 
ard's Pond. To this ten or a dozen birds of b oth sexes fly¬ 
by twos and threes soon after sunset every evening. The 
ground under the trees is covered with their droppings. Wat- 
rous found a 7/ater Thrush's nest in a small root bank directly 
beneath this roost. It contained five eggs about a week ago 
but when I visited it with him on the Sth the eggs were all 
broken and the shells intermingled with the lining of the 
nest while the pool of water beneath was strewn with the Wa¬ 
ter Thrush's feathers. Could a Crackle have committed this 


foul deed? 
















Quisoalus quiscula aoneus • 


Large flock of Bronzed C-rackles. 

Megalloway River, Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1900. As we (the Stones, George Farnsworth and I) were wait- 

Sept.5 ing for the team which had been engaged to take us to 
Fred Flint's where we were to spend the night, a Bronzed 
Grackle flew past us up the river and we had driven scarce 
half a mile along the road towards Flint's when we started an 
enormous flock of these birds from a grain stubble. They 
flew into a large topped leafy maple which they completely 
covered as with a black pall. A moment later they began re¬ 
turning to the stubble injdetachments scaling down to the 
ground on set wings and soon fairly blackening it over a con¬ 
siderable space. There could scarcely have been less than- 
300 birds in the flock and I should be inclined to put the 
number even higher. No doubt the’ Grackles represented the 
combined colonies which bred and were bred about the Lake 
last summer. There would be comparatively little food there 
now and they get rich pickings on the grain stubble of the 
fertile Megalloway farms. 






Quiscalus quiscula aeneus . 

Bethel, Maine. 

1903 
June S 

As I passed through the village on my way back [from the 
Shrike locality between the R.R.station and the river J Iihear^/aT-^ 
gain the cry of a Bronzed Grackle in the cluster of elms behind 
the post office. A moment later a pair of these birds flew out 


nearly 


over me. 








Lake Umbagog* 


^ ReW. 

Bronzed Graokle# 

, / 
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Icjo j,• At least 4 or 5 pairs of Bronzed Grackle are breeding in the 



group of balsam firs standing on the island by my boat house • I watc^~z> 
ed them for an hour or more to-day as they came and went across the 
water between the island anf the mainland, bringing food in their 
bills for their young and taking away from the nest the white excreta 


of the young which they dropped inUthe lake as soon as they were well 
out^a te the outer ranks of alders. The young in one of the ne 3 ts must 
have been well grown to judge by the loud clamor they set up whenever 
their parents appeared* I saw one female Grackle carrying nesting 

material into the firs but all the others appeared to have young* Yet 

l 

it is only 22 days since the lake was encased with icey (it went out 
on May 14) and most of the country about it buried deep in snow* The 
Grackles appear to get most of their food in the farms of Upton Hill. 


The Bronzed Grackles nesting on my island do not appear 
o agree with Dr. Fisher in considering the Broad-winged Hawk an\ inte4 — .. -- 

A. — \ 


ligeitt burd, for I saw four or five of them leave their rookery to-day 'fS . 




to pursue one of these Hawks across the lake with cries of indignation 
and alarm. They pressed him hard at one time forcing him to twist 
and double as they rose above and darted down at him in quick succes<fc/u>i_, 














Lake Umbagog. 


Bronzed Crackle* 



bfeat have young in the balsams on my island* There are several other 

pairs, I find, nesting in the tall white pines that shade the little 

% 

Cll • 

red school house^ Yesterday and again to-day, I saw Robins chasing 
some of the Grackles with loud, excited cries and^no doubt ( not with¬ 
out good reason. The Grackles prowl about everywhere In 3*arch of 
food, spending much time in walking about on floating logs and drift 
wood about the shores of the lake* Yesterday I saw a female fly in 
under the old Abbott Mill and remain there for two or three minutes 
searching among some half submerged Slgbs, probably for frogs or 
minnows* 


Soon after we had moved the house boat this morning I 



saw six Grackles coming across the flooded meadows from the boat house, 
to our new arborage, a distance ef about 300 yards. They alightec^- 
all together on a boom that closes one of the channels of our pres¬ 
ent cove and remained there ten minutes or more watching us critical- 


iyevidently in the hope of getting mojfie of our surplus bread and 


crackers. But none had been thrown out and after awhile our sable 
visitors flew back to their island* (Eight Grackles visited our cove <m~ 


Djfut- ttxzsry^ <m- (L\xx^Jlx. 




Lake Urabagog, 


are nesting on ray 

/V. 


/a " A V Ttifl Bronzed arackle 

r^j ^ 6 

lsland ^ are interesting birds^ tu wafra i ^ H^=we evidently keen- 
^ witted and observin^and full of resources in the matter of obtain — 

Ur<J\JL t 

ing food. When we first came here on June 4th they foragettfchief- 

A f 

lj* in the fanning landsjbn Upton Hill* During the past two or three 
days they have given most of their attention to the lake shores which 
the falling water, is fast claying bare in many places. Nearly all 
the members of the colony spent the greater part of to-day on the 
floating logs and drift vrood in Stony Brook Cove directly to the lea** 
ward of our house boat. I was puzzled at first^to know what they 
could be getting there until Gilbert suggested that they might 
be attracted by various kinds of refuse food which he had thrown 
overboard early in the morning. On watching them closely through 
my glass I found that thii was the case* I saw them inspect and 
peck at some orange peel and seize and devour p ieces of bread, 
a time they confined their attention to food that had reached the 
^ shore but while we were at dinner and during much of the afternoon 
they were hovering over the water not far from the boat and inter¬ 
cepting whatever acceptable morsels we sent that way. I broke several 
crackers into small fragments and cast them on the water. When the 
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wind had drifted them a few rods, ten or a dozen, G-rackles collected 
over them^like so many Gulls or Fish Crows, hovering with dangling 


* 


legs just above the surface and picking up the pieces rapidly and 
easily, Just touching the water with their feet,but invariably talcing 
the morsel in their bills. As they started to fly to shore ; they 
drew their feet up under th* .body plumage in front about at the rear 

end of the sternum* This I saw distinctly, a dozen times or more* 

yuL&T 

Some of the food thus obtained was taken to tiap young in the 


on the island but the greater part was devoured by the old birds 
soon after they reached the nearest shore* One brood of young left 
themest to-day and were fluttering about in the trees in the 




although they did not look more than fcitefehalf grown. Thrice 


the day I saw almost the entire colony of Grackles pursuing a Broad¬ 
winged Hawk across the lake streaming out behind him like the tmil 
of a corned. This was done without the least provocation on the part 


of the Hawk, who was merely flying sluggishly from shore to shor^and 


did not even pass near the island. On one occasion a dozen or more 
Grackles chased the Hawk into some dense spruce wood. I saw them 


mob a Crow in similar manner. Thrice they in their turn were pur*- 

* 

sued by indignant Robins. Towards I noticed a G-rackle who seemed 
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rasa* interested in the Eave Swallow colony* He alighted on the roof 
of the boat hotitse and remained there for fully five minuted perched 
on the edge of the roof whence he kept trying to peer in under the 
eaves where there were several nests. The Swallows showed no alarm at 
his presence. At length he flew quietly away. I have little doubt 
that he, with most of his brethero^ is an arrant nest robber * 


'- -- c 


Eight Bronzed Crackles spent most of the day in our 
|cove flying to anfi from it from tlEiaar island in Stony Brook Cove. It 


was not less amusing than interesting, to see them range4.in a row along 


the boom logs 


rtogagnTOr, watch-ssg for food to drift 

A 


their way from the house boat. We supplied it in plenty, and they 


fairly gorged themselves. They would intercept it long before it 


reached the boom and hover over it as they picked the fragments, from 


the surface of the water. They seem to be be -oora fe ng more expert and 

A 

daring at this practice daily. To-day I saw them dip their legs to 
the thighs in the water and repeatedly one immersed the lower half of 
its body, also, apparently floating on the water for an instant. The 
food was invariably taken pp in the bill hciwever. A secured a piece he 


was often chased by another but in no instance robbed of his prize* 

































